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Tansi and welcome to another edition of the Acimowin. 
The month was busy starting off with Samson 

Community Wellness inviting Nathan Apodaca to 
Maskwacis with a photo shoot at the HBMC. From there 
the Youth Gala took place at the Four Nations Arena with 
some inspirational speakers. As we know, Pope Francis 
will be here July 24 and there was a media release on his 
visit and you can see that on page 10. Finally, Samson 
celebrated Canada Day in Lake Louise see page 16. 

Facebook: @samsoncreenation

Twitter: @SamsonCree

Instagram: @samsoncreenation
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The Samson Cree Nation 
Acimowin (Newsletter)
Communications 
Coordinator, 
Delorna Makinaw.
Email:
dbmakinaw@samsoncree.com

Administrative/Social Media 
Assistant: 
Email: 

Samson Communications 
Department: Box 159 
Maskwacis, AB T0C 1N0. 
Ph: 780-585-3793.

SCN Departments: Please 
send your announcements, 
events or information to the 
Acimowin for publication. 
Email: 
guide.f@samsoncree.com
Ph: 780-585-3793 ext. 202

The Acimowin is released 
bi-weekly every month. 
Advertisers please call the 
Communications Office. 

Community events can be 
forwarded to the Newsletter
Please make it a JPEG or 
PDF format to save paper. 

Vision Statement
Samson Cree Nation is a healthy, 
educated, knowledgeable and industrious 
community. 

Mission Statement
Samson Cree Nation is a Sovereign 
Nation that is dedicated to improving 
the quality of life for all our People by 
maximizing our Human Resources and 
respecting our Cree Language and 
Traditions of our Peoples. 
www.samsoncree.com/aboutus

HAWK 93.5 FM Radio 
To advertise with the only 
central Alberta First Nations 
radio station please call: 
780-585-4295. 

Email: hawkradio935@gmail.com
           connect@hawkradio935.com 
Web: www.hawkradio935.com

Contact: 
Robert “Bobby Jack” Ward. 

June 30, 2022, Ponoka Parade Community Wellness 1st Place for Decorated Vehicle. 
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June 24, 2022
Samson Cree Nation: Community Wellness brought Nathan Apodaca (Doggface208) to the HBMC for 
a couple of hours so the youth and people could meet him. Nathan gained popularity from his Tik Tok 
video back in 2020. Nathan is from Idaho in America. His Mom is Arapaho and his Dad is Mexican. 
He said he had not gone to Mexico to find out where his Dad is from. The meet and greet allowed 
some questions to Nathan and a photo shoot with Samson Communications. People were excited to 
see Nathan and some got his autograph. Okeymow, recording artist, was present helping Nathan out. 
Nathan said that this was his first time in Canada and Maskwacis is the first place he visited. He plans 
to make more videos and he wants to see how far this current success will take him. The next day 
Nathan made his was to the Youth Gala that was taking place at the Four Nations Arena in Samson. 

Above photo: Georgette Saddleback, Terrell, Jerrell, Aylah, Leelah. 

OKEMA
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July 5, 2022
Source: Samson Cree Nation facebook page: 
“Day one of the Assembly of First Nations AGM in 
Vancouver, BC. Above: Chief Vernon Saddleback. 

June 27, 2022
Below, Media release at the NOK building in 
Ermineskin for Pope Francis visit scheduled for 
July 24 or 25, 2022, in Maskwacis.  

Above: Nathan Apadoca at the Youth Gala making 
a Tik Tok video with the crowd. 
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June 25, 2022
Samson Four Nations Arena: The Youth Gala took place with Jacqueline Buffalo & Indigenous 
Project Events organizing it along with her helpers. Speakers included: author Shayla Raine from 
Kispahtinahk (Louis Bull), Fawn D. Wood, Kiya Bruno, Jackie Rabbit and Nathan Apodaca from Tik 
Tok fame. After the opening prayer, Shayla Raine took the stage to talk about her writing career and 
life. Shayla said that if you don’t use your talent it will be given to someone else. She also served in 
the Canadian military and she attended college in BC. Shayla is becoming famous for her children’s 
book: The Way the Creator Sees You. It’s about a young native boy named Kihew and his braid and 
how his Kokum encourages him to keep it. She did not get the writing contract from Indigo easily. She 
had to convince the store in Alberta to stock it and once Indigo did they started selling out. Shayla has 
done many interviews with many news agencies across Turtle Island on her success. You can also 
find her book on Amazon. 

Before lunch, Nathan Apodaca showed up and talked about his recent fame. Nathan explained the 
situation that led up to him making that famous Tik Tok video on the morning of September 2020. He 
also said that is the power of social media. He was barely making it before the video went viral on 
social media and now today he is having fun with the success. He talked about his Mom who cried 
when he showed her the native feather tattoo on the side of his head. After his talk, Nathan took 
pictures with the people who lined up. Recording artist Okema, Life Of A Native, was present as well. 

There will be a Youth Gala next year Jacqueline mentioned. Later on in the evening, there was a 
fashion show, a model boot camp and a gala dinner. 

Shayla Rain

Jacqueline Buffalo

Left: Okema, recording 
artist “Life Of A Native”, 
Kaysha Van Os, vendor 
Three Little Hearts Co., 
Nathan Apodaca. 

12 Samson Communications Department @SamsonCreeNation 
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June 22, 2022: Interview with Natasha Saddleback about the Youth Gala: 

Indigenous Project Events is a brand new indigenous-owned corporate event planning company 
with a focus on the indigenous culture and the arts. We are a team of 3 that consists of Natasha 
Saddleback (Samson member), Barbara Dumigan (Saddle Lake member), Sheena Papin (Enoch 
member). We teamed up with Jacqueline Buffalo (Montana member) to bring to you this amazing 
4-Nations youth gala. 

1. who is the sponsor of the event?

We have various sponsors of the event. Our proud sponsors are Ponoka  Legacy Ford, 
Nipisihkopahkiyniswin Trust Fund, Okema, Ridgeline, Dr. Crowfoot & Darcy’s Drilling Services.

2. how many participants and where are they from?

We have 5 speakers and all but 1 are  from the 4 nations. We have:

•	 Jacqueline Buffalo: Tik Tok influencer, model, community advocate and entrepreneur
•	 Fawn Wood: 2022 Juno Award winner multigenerational traditional singer
•	 Kiya Bruno is known for singing the Canadian National Anthem at many sporting events such 
as Stanley Cup playoffs, Toronto Blue Jays, the Edmonton Oilers, the Edmonton Riverhawks and 
Land Acknowledgement at the Edmonton Elks
•	 Jackie Rabbit on the potential consequences of vaping
•	 Shayla Raine, published author of “The Way Creator See’s You”
•	 Nathan Adopaca aka DOGGFACE208: Nationally famous Tiktok influencer with over 71 million 
followers for his Fleetwood Mac “Dreams” video

Our fashion show we also have the following designers:

•	 Heather Bouchier
•	 Doneese Bull-Buffalo
•	 Edna Buffalo
•	 Rachel Manichoose
•	 Susan Benson
•	 VJ Curry
We will have about 40 indigenous youth models that are all mostly from the 4-Nations.

3. what does it take to make it in an industry such as yours?

I am assuming you are talking about the entertainment industry, it takes alot of focus, commitment, 
courage and stepping outside your comfort zone to make it in the industry. That’s why we are bringing 
this event to the 4-Nation, two of us are from the nation and we want to be able to show the youth 
what’s possible. We want the youth to know that they have a dream for a reason, they have a passion 
for that for a reason and that if they have the focus and determination to stick to it, they CAN and 
WILL succeed. 

4. would it be good for a person to take acting lessons?

If someone wants to get into acting lessons then absolutely. Any lessons or classes that you can take 
that will help propel you into your future are worth more than money can buy. Learning a new skill 
takes learning and application. 

5. is there going to be another 4 Nation Youth Gala next year?

Absolutely! 

6. who do you contact after the gala if a person is still interested?

You can contact Jacqueline Buffalo, or you can contact us here at Indigenous Project Events. We are 
also on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/IndigenousProjectEvents

7. anybody you would like to thank before the interview ends?

We want to all thank our corporate sponsors and all of the support that we received from the different 
departments at Samson and Montana bands. We really had a lot of support from these nations in 
particular and we hope that next year we can have more time to build relationships and gain that 
added support from the other nations.

Photo: Phil
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July 1, 2022
Lake Louise, Samson Mall: There was a small pow wow for Canada Day and the crowd that gathered 
watched it until the end. The Dancers and singers came from Maskwacis and Par Can Developments 
organized the event. The MC was Brian Lightning and Myles Rain did the opening prayer before the 
pow wow. There was a parade with the dancers and singers walking along the short route and Chief 
Vernon Saddleback took the opportunity to take pictures with the people who were lined up along 
the road. Samson Cree Nation won first in the parade. The dance exhibition featured almost all the 
categories in a regular pow wow. After the pow wow the dancers posed with the tourists. Thank you 
Michelle Tourangeau and Summer Crate for helping to organize the event. Samson Councilors were 
present and they were either dancing or singing. Thank you Phil at Mall Maintenance for the help as 
well. It was a nice day for a pow wow in the mountains and everyone arrived home safely. Samson 
Pow Wow is scheduled for August 12-14, 2022, so we will see you there. 



18 Samson Communications Department @SamsonCreeNation 19Samson Communications Department @SamsonCreeNation 

Samson Youth and Sports Development phone 780-585-3012
Jim Johnson or Jordana Littlepoplar
Samson Youth Wellness 780-585-3634
Tamara Saddleback or Klevlin Cutknife
Facebook pages can be accessed. 

Samson Youth and Sports Development phone 780-585-3012
Registration Deadline: This Friday June 24, 2022, at Midnight. 
Here are the current youth registered with the Bear Hills Basketball Club (facebook) to play at the 
Alberta Indigenous Games 2022 in Edmonton. 
Huge jump in registration this past week. It’s looking like we will have two teams in a few of the ages 
groups, so keep sharing the registration. 
Note: No teams have been started practicing yet. I’ll be contacting/finalizing coaches this week. 
Contact me, Klevlin, if your interested in coaching this summer. 
Registration can be found at:
www.SCWprograms. com 
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Samson Cree 
Nation: 
Pediatry 

PEDIATRIC CLINIC 
NOW OPEN 

Dr. Heather Dreise
Pediatrician 

Location: former MYI Building
Hours: Tuesday & Thursday 

9 AM to 4 PM
For Appointments call 780-585-4062. 

Walk Ins are available. 

TP Village at Ponoka Stampede from June 27 to July 3, 2022. Photos by Samson Councilor 
Katherine Swampy via facebook. 



22 23Samson Communications Department @SamsonCreeNation Samson Communications Department @SamsonCreeNation 

Samson Cree Nation Urban Office in Edmonton. 
Location: 12046 - 77 St. Edmonton. 
Ph: 780-477-6648 ext. 257

Website: 
www.firstnationsdrinkingwater.ca 

From the Office of Samson Gas Utility 
Box 1200 Maskwacis, AB T0C 1N0
Ph: 780-585-3793 Email: gasutility.

scn@gmail.com 

Lyle Littlepoplar, Manager 1-780-335-6073
Everette Omeasoo, Supervisor 1-780-312-9748
Gas Co-op Shop 780-585-3547 Please Leave A 

Message
Email: gasutility.scn@gmail.com

Please call EXT#215, Cell 780-335-6073 or 
Email: lyle.littlepoplar2020@gmail.com 

If you have any questions on this matter. Thank 
you. MMIWG 24/7 Toll Free Support Phone 

Line: 1-844-413-6649 

Integrated Family Services (IFS) Ph: 780-585-
2254 Email: integratedfamily@yahoo.com 

Maskwacis Mobile Mental Health: Call us at any 
time on our hotline 780-362-2150 
or Email : info@maaems.com 

The Acimowin (Samson’s local newsletter) 
Submission Dates for 2022 

SCN Community Wellness: P 780-585-3634
Client Support Services Ph: 780-335-5953. 
Outreach 780-335-7439. 
Respite Care 780-335-9687. 

August 
Friday August 12
Friday August 26

October
Friday October 7
Friday October 21

September
Friday September 9	
Friday September 23

July 
Friday July 8
Friday July 22

FN Drinking Water Settlement 
Do you need help with a claim? 
Contact the Administrator for help 
with the process: 1-833-252-4220

Scholarship
NWAC Native Womens Association of Canada. 
website: https://nwac.ca/scholarships-bursaries

Email: reception@nwac.ca
Toll free: 1-800-461-4043 



25Samson Communications Department @SamsonCreeNation 24 Samson Communications Department @SamsonCreeNation 

Photo: Phil
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►Samson Trades: High volume of calls due to not changing furnace filters, please do not pour grease down 
the drains, the Housing department has moved into the Trades Center. 
►Below: Samson Cree Nation at the Ponoka Stampede Parade Thursday June 30, 2022. Community 
Wellness walked away 1st in the Decorated Vehicle category. Good job people. 

To see the back issues of the Acimowin.
www.issuu.com/samsoncreenation 


